
Database Name Topics Coverage  Full-text Strengths/Weaknesses 

JSTOR 
(pronounced  
“JAY-store”) 

Humanities, English,  
Literature, History, 
Music,  
Arts, Theatre,  
Anthropology, 
Sociology,  
Business,  
Economics  

First issues (some 
from the 1800s) and 
continuing to a date of 
between 3 and 5 years 
prior to the most 
current published 
issue.   

All full-text 
 
Results 
sorted by: 
Relevancy 

+ ALL FULL-TEXT! 
+Very good coverage of Humanities 
 
-Nothing on current topics 
-Searches full-text resulting in many 
irrelevant results 
-Relevancy searching gives “funky” 
results 

Humanities 
International 
Complete 
(Can be searched 
with MLA) 

All aspects of the 
humanities are 
covered.   

Up to date 
2,000 journals 
2,000,000 citations 

Some full-text 
 
Results 
sorted by: 
Reverse 
chronological, 
most recent 
article first 

+Excellent coverage of Humanities 
topics 
+Advanced searching available 
 
-More limited full-text 

Academic OneFILE Physical sciences, 
Technology,  
Medicine,  
Social sciences,  
Arts,  
Literature  
Full-text of the New 
York Times since 1995 

Updated daily, 
individual coverage 
may vary 
8,000 journals 

Some full-text 
 
Results 
sorted by: 
Reverse 
chronological, 
most recent 
article first 

+Something on lots of topics 
+More journals 
+Some full-text 
 
-Not the best for Humanities 

MLA International 
Bilbiography  
(Can be searched 
with Humanities 
International 
Complete) 

Literature, literary 
criticism, language, 
linguistics, folklore, 
and dramatic arts. 
Some overlap with 
JSTOR. 

1920-to present 
4,400 journals 
1.8 million citations 

Limited full-
text 
 
Results 
sorted by: 
Reverse 
chronological, 
most recent 
article first 

+Excellent coverage of Literature 
topics 
+Advanced searching available 
 
-Very limited on other Humanities 
topics 
-Limited full-text 

 


